Ministry of Coal

Union Minister of Coal and Mines Shri G. Kishan
Reddy Meets Chhattisgarh CM Shri Vishnu Deo Sali

Emphasis on Mining-Led Economic Growth, Critical
Mineral Development, and CSR Outreach.
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Union Minister of Coal and Mines Shri G. Kishan Reddy was on a two-day visit to South Eastern Coalfields
Limited (SECL) to review mining operations, assess CSR initiatives, and strengthen coordination with state
authorities. The visit aimed to boost coal production, promote sustainable mining practices, and ensure

inclusive development in the region.

On the second day of his visit to Chhattisgarh, Shri G. Kishan Reddy held a high-level meeting with the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh, Shri Vishnu Deo Sai. The deliberations focused on accelerating mining-led
economic growth in the state and addressed key areas such as fast-tracking land acquisition for mine
expansion, expediting environmental clearances, and the development of integrated rehabilitation and
resettlement sites. The strategic importance of critical mineral development in Chhattisgarh was also a key

highlight of the discussion.
The meeting was attended by senior dignitaries including Shri Amitabh Jain, Chief Secretary, Chhattisgarh;

Ms. Rupinder Brar, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Coal; Shri B.P. Pati, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Coal,
Shri P.M. Prasad, Chairman, Coal India Limited; Shri Harish Duhan, CMD, SECL; and other senior officials

from both central and state governments.



Earlier in the day, Shri Reddy interacted with NEET aspirants supported under SECL’s flagship CSR
initiative, ‘SECL Ke Sushrut’. The scheme offers free residential coaching to meritorious students from coal
belt regions aspiring to pursue careers in medicine. The Minister lauded the students’ achievements and
reaffirmed the government's resolve to foster educational opportunities for youth in coal-bearing areas.

At the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital in Raipur, the Minister also met with young beneficiaries and
families under ‘SECL Ki Dhadkan’, a CSR program providing free treatment and surgeries for congenital
heart defects (CHD). Shri Reddy commended SECL for its life-saving initiatives and reiterated that coal PSUs
will continue to support health and social welfare through meaningful interventions.



In a separate review meeting with officials from the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) and the Geological Survey
of India (GSI), the Minister assessed ongoing exploration activities and survey progress. Strategies for
unlocking the mineral potential of Chhattisgarh through advanced exploration and better coordination were
discussed.

The visit of the Minister of Coal and Mines Shri G. Kishan Reddy underscores the Government’s strong
commitment to harnessing the potential of mining for inclusive and sustainable development. It reflects a
clear vision of aligning the coal sector’s growth with national priorities of sustainability, social equity, and
regional progress. By bridging policy with grassroots impact from accelerating mineral exploration to
empowering young aspirants and saving lives through healthcare the visit reaffirms the Government’s
unwavering resolve to transform mining regions into hubs of prosperity, resilience, and inclusive growth
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