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Office Memorandum

Subject: Methodology for evaluation and approval of exploration programs
and Geological Reports - reg.

The Ministry of Coal, vide OM dated 24.01.2022, had constituted a committee for
evaluation and approval of exploration programs and Geological Reports of coal
and lignite blocks, prepared by Accredited Prospecting Agencies (APA) accredited
by QCI-NABET.

2.         It has now been decided that evaluation and approval of exploration
programs and Geological Reports prepared by Accredited Prospecting Agencies
(APA) notified under Section 4(1) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the MMDR Act’) read with Clause
21-B(1)(iii) of the Mineral Concession Rules, 1960, and peer reviewed by another
such  APA shall be treated as approved.

3.         The APA conducting peer review shall, inter alia, examine that the
exploration programs and Geological Reports are in accordance with provisions of
the MMDR Act; the Mineral Concession Rules, 1960; and applicable guidelines and
procedures.

4.         Once peer review of exploration programs and Geological Reports is
completed, the final Geological Reports shall be submitted by the project proponent
to CMPDIL for inventory updation in the Indian Coal and Lignite Resources by
Geological Survey of India.

5.         In view of the above, the Office Memorandum of even number dated
24.01.2022 stands withdrawn.

6.         This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Encl:as above. 
 

(Alok Verma)
Under Secretary to the Government of India

 

To,

1. US (Nominated Authority), MoC
2. US (P&S), MoC
3. NIC - for uploading on the website of Ministry of Coal
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